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¥os. " the clothing stores i{n Gzechoslovaiis ware nationalized, and although olothingh
wen ratiomed. % wss not alwaye available, ‘Btore employees 1lst their friends oow :
ahasd of time whea they expsoted clothing in the store, The supply therafore was
quickly sxhausted snd thers was nona left for those who cane late, Fastory Wworkers
~ould purohase chsap elothing withuut too much diffiomity and had specisl ration coupdfl
which wore 18susd vo workers and laborers only; the quality of this olothing was poer,:.
and the worke:s were not much better off than other people. The ordinary cltizen aould'
ot buy much for his ¢lothing coupone, becsuse they were good only for e ocertain
srosified poricd, during whioh tims the artiole might not have bean available.

Twanty roation etamp: ware nesded o buy e shirt. Bed linens wers sold for ration
coupons, and sowe paople ware ‘selling thelr bed linens through nawspaper advertiss.
nmerts bnesuse thay naaded the money, Most pesople in Creshoslovakis Ware resewing

or patehlng thair «°d clothes for further WeAr,

Aoaring appars! wmy Axiremely axpensive on the frese market, A obirt cuBt 400 to

700 crowas, » handisrchisi 48 or O ¢rowns, & meter of oloth for making & dress or
sust seven te aisht thougand crowns, (tailors oharged 1,700 ovowns for making. the
dress or oY w pair of shoss 480 to 76C orowns, a palr of socks 85 to 75 orowns,
and o nacletia (60 apewa, .

Thers was a coru.dorshle shortaps of rabrio goods on fhe fres market, and the quality
avallable way very poor,] ___|material
Jor m man-g Fut in g private stors In Novy Jioin @9361@»180@/. The ccst of +he
matorial wes cctesmely fiil, Shrae m, costing reven to sight Thousand orowns « The 5X1
brst vaxtile ynods wire aveilehle through the Darex coopsrative, whers items could bg
bought for =itrar doliars or peuads (#de)e  In the Wintor of 196162, a small bolt of
W11k appanrad “n other private stors in Bavy Jicin and was a1l sold immediately,
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4. Wool, lncluding knitfting wool, was virtually unobtainable. Those
people who could raise fthelr own Angora rabblts for wool sent thelr
furs to plants for treating and tanning, where the State confiscated
about half of thz wnol. The vwner of the fur got the other half
back, not too cleai. Wool was sold on the biack market at four to
five thousand crowns per Kg.

5. Textlile goods w-re nnt of go#d quallty. Talls of the shirts were
shortened consii:» .iv in order to save fabric, buttons were ol poor
quallty, workinanihlip ~235 PpOOr, and the shirt came to pleces after a
short whille. ‘

6. Womens' raincoata were made from & transparent material of cellulose
and - siiica-sd oxide. When the vemperature dropped, this material
tended to crack wnd tear. There was a great shortage of these coats,
also. In buyiag one of them, a person had to turn in the old coat 80
that there would be "basic raw materials for new products". House=-
wives! aprons were also made from the same material as the ralncoats,
except that they were green. Nothing hot could be placed on or
against these sproas because the material would disintegrate. In
early 1952, this material was very expensive, costing 300 crowns per

25X1 square meter. | lartificial silk and wool were belng

25X1 produced in Czechoviovakla, \ ] In the town of
Napajedla ZﬂQlUNwL(3?%7f in Moravia, there 18 & plant called "ratra",
where a product salled “ige " was ma nto such itemb as

25X1 rphildrens' trousers.

7. Leather goods were high on the open market, and the cholce was very
1imited, In early 1952, one could see more and somewhat better
briefcases, billfolds, shopping bags, womens' handbags, and gloves
on the free marke:. But there was & constant campalgn on to
conserve leather. Stores were offering more and more shoes for eale
with rubber heels and moles,

8, The amount of food avallable on ratlon goupons usually lasted about
14 daya. fter that, people were forced to buy on the axtremely
axpensive free market., An average man with a family who earned
3,500 or 4,500 arowns per month oould not afford to buy a kg of lard
on the fres market for 450 crowns, 10 dekagrams of salaml for 28-35
orowns, 2° dekagrams of coffes for 250 crowns, & bottle of wine for
220=270 s own# & cen of sardines for 180 orowns, kg of butter for
112 orowne, ur one 1iter of milk for slght orowns. Most of the
abcve ltemd were retioned. This means that the shops only recelived
a oertaln amount, and when that was gone, there was no more.

9. The monthly ration of eggs per person was four eggs. All hens were
aupposed to be officlally reported and registered, The suthoritlies
assigned quotas to the farmers, presoribing the number ol eggs that
had to be turncc in at the end cf the year., One egg cost 10 orowns
on the free market. ABS a result, many people raised hens without
reporting them, s &8 Lo have more aeggs for thelr own use and for
helping out their relatives and “rlends, The daily ration of poor
arads milk was 1/H ~f p liter nar person.

10. Large landowners wers not entitled to food ration tickets,
In the Fall of 1951, 1t was offleislly announced that even owners of
amell plots of lard would no longer be entitled -to food ration
25X1 tickets. [ A
person who aid rot work got no fued ration ooupons. ation coupons
amounting to one kg of meat sold for one hundred orowns on the
blaok market.
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tImes. 1f, orenges appeared in a store during the w.‘mter,h they we
s01d out within .a half hour. During the Winter gf 1951-52, the

_largest grocery. store in Opava receivad two crates rf oranges. |:|25x1

BEVErEl, wo wpn atatiﬁg to the staye propriétes. that they re
“Bsveral ohildrer, ~.. . -that Wade no difference. One can often s:.
housewives quaueil up lnfront of qhansp wa.it:.ng ror m,pds in_ tnc
ea.rly hours of th2z moraing. . TR T S

Durins the last =810 of 1951 there was a. sgﬂoﬂs shortasa ot ‘mea.’.
fat products in Czechcslovakia. The'situation was reslly guite

,deaper&te, and thé goyvernment in Pragte hatt “to try to do, someth.i

about it. *"Bong aruicles appeared in the newspapers about what +
government. 1ntexz,zed doing in.order 6 pemedy the situation..
Bombastioc atatements were made about How the mumber of hoge, suck
pigs, and - beel catile was going to be ingremsed. The people jus
lsughed at thesa statements.. ﬁoodu “who¥ed up at the looel ma.
that ;twe ﬁ!}in;a were ening
Czech goods, mainly vanned and preserved goolw: - huge qu ties
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